
Preaching God’s truth brings persecution. 
Text: Jeremiah 19:14-20:6 for 7/9/2017 by Pastor Bolwerk 

1 

14 Jeremiah then returned from Topheth, where the Lord had sent him to prophesy, and stood in the court of the Lord’s 
temple and said to all the people, 15 “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘Listen! I am going to 
bring on this city and the villages around it every disaster I pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked 
and would not listen to my words.’”  
20:1   When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the chief officer in the temple of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying 
these things, 2 he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the Lord’s 
temple. 3 The next day, when Pashhur released him from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord’s name for you is 
not Pashhur, but Magor-Missabib.  4 For this is what the Lord says: ‘I will make you a terror to yourself and to all 
your friends; with your own eyes you will see them fall by the sword of their enemies. I will hand all Judah over to the 
king of Babylon, who will carry them away to Babylon or put them to the sword. 5 I will hand over to their enemies all 
the wealth of this city—all its products, all its valuables and all the treasures of the kings of Judah. They will take it 
away as plunder and carry it off to Babylon. 6 And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into exile to 
Babylon. There you will die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have prophesied lies.’” 

 
A wise professor once said to me, “The easiest thing in the world is to be a Christian since 

there is nothing you have to do to be a Christian. God does all the work of bringing a person to 
faith. The hardest thing in the world to do is live as a Christian, because the devil, the world, and 
our own sinful nature are doing everything in their power to stop us.” One of the weapons the devil 
uses to stop us from living a Christian life is persecution. Typically that persecution comes from 
outside of the church, yet sometimes Satan is able to bring persecution right from within God’s 
Church. That is what we see happening to Jeremiah as he tries to live his life to glorify God. 

When he was persecuted Jeremiah had simply been doing what God had told him to do. What 
had God told Jeremiah to do? Jeremiah was specially appointed by God to speak the word of the 
Lord to the people of Judah, especially the people in Jerusalem. Jeremiah was to speak God’s law to 
the people. So Jeremiah said to the people, “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘Listen! I am going to bring on this city and the villages around it every disaster I 
pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked and would not listen to my words’” 
(v. 15). Jeremiah proclamation of God’s coming judgment was to crush the people’s stubborn hearts 
so that they would turn from their sinful way of life and be saved. 

So what happened? The people were still not listening. They didn’t take Jeremiah’s warning to 
heart. They ignored him, and kept right on living in sin. Yet there was one person paying attention 
to Jeremiah, and that was Pashhur the chief officer of the temple. Pashhur didn’t like what Jeremiah 
was saying, so he used his power and authority to try and silence Jeremiah. We are told that 
Pashhur “had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of 
Benjamin at the Lord’s temple” (v. 20:2). Jeremiah was beaten and locked up. Not locked in a jail, 
but locked into stocks outside where he would be exposed to the elements and to the mocking and 
ridicule of all who passed by. And Jeremiah wasn’t locked up for a few hours, but he was forced to 
be outside for an entire day. This all happened because Jeremiah had spoken the word of God. 

The next day Pashhur came and released Jeremiah from the stocks. If you were Jeremiah what 
would you have done at that point? Would you have run home and not come out for a week? 
Would you tell yourself you were never going to speak another word from God again? Would you 
pack up and move out of town because of embarrassment? Jeremiah did not do any of those things. 
As soon as he is released from the stocks Jeremiah started speaking the Word of the Lord to the 
man who had beaten and locked him up. Jeremiah said, “The Lord’s name for you is not Pashhur, 
but Magor-Missabib. For this is what the Lord says: ‘I will make you a terror to yourself and 
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to all your friends; with your own eyes you will see them fall by the sword of their enemies. 
And you, Pashhur, and all who live in your house will go into exile to Babylon. There you will 
die and be buried, you and all your friends to whom you have prophesied lies’” (vs. 20:3, 4, 6). 
Not exactly the nicest words to have to speak to someone. Jeremiah’s message to Pashhur was one 
of doom and death by God’s hand. As chief official Pashhur had police and judicial authority in and 
around the temple. If he had wanted to he could have had Jeremiah killed. But that didn’t stop 
Jeremiah from speaking. 

Why didn’t Jeremiah just keep his mouth shut and get out of there? You would think that 
Jeremiah might be afraid to say anything to this man who could end his life. But Jeremiah did not 
fear Pashhur. Instead Jeremiah placed his life in the hands of the God who numbered every hair on 
his head. In those hands Jeremiah knew he was safe, eternally safe. There in the hands of the 
Almighty Jeremiah found the courage to testify to the truth even in the face of persecution. 

What has God asked us to do? God has not called us by any special revelation from heaven. Yet 
our Lord, Jesus, has commanded his believers to speak on his behalf. In our Gospel reading today 
we heard Jesus say, “What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in 
your ear, proclaim from the roofs” (Matthew 10:27). Jesus wants us to take his words and make 
them public. After Jesus rose from the dead he explained who he wanted his words shared with. He 
said, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation” (Mark 16:15).  “Make 
disciples of all nations” Jesus said. We understand that each of us, individually, is not going to try 
and run to every nation to proclaim God word. Instead, Jesus wants us to speak his words to the 
people whom he puts right in front of us: our children or grandchildren, our friends and neighbors, 
our classmates and coworkers. These are the people God wants us to share his word with. 

We know this is something our Lord wants us to do, but how often do we find ourselves 
making excuses not to? When we see one of these people living openly in a sin (sexual sin, gossip, 
laziness) and we know we should speak God’s word to them. But the fear of persecution causes us 
to make excuses. We say things like, “They won’t listen to me.” Well, Israel wasn’t listening to 
Jeremiah yet he kept right on preaching God’s word, even after being physically persecuted. Only 
God’s word can move a person’s heart to want to listen. A person will never listen to God unless 
they hear God’s word.  

We may make the excuse that, “I don’t want to lose them as a friend.” That is actually a very 
selfish excuse. You see if you say nothing to that person and they continue to live in sin you may 
have them for a friend in this life, but they will be eternally damned to hell in the next life. That 
certainly doesn’t sound like you are being a friend to them. 

When it comes to speaking God’s Law to a fellow Christian we may be tempted to use the 
excuse, “If I say something to them they might leave the church!” Yet that excuse simply doesn’t 
work because if the person is living in sin, with no desire to leave that sin, then they have already 
left the Church spiritually. They have denied the truth and spiritually separated themselves from 
God. They are spiritually dead and heading for hell. 

In the end our excuses don’t help anyone. But what is worse is that our excuses are breaking 
God’s first two Commandments! God commands us to fear, love and trust him above everyone and 
everything else. His word is to be honored above the words of everyone else. God also commands us 
to protect and honor his name, and his name is directly connected to his word (Just look at how 
many times “Lord” or “God” is used in the text). To purposefully not proclaim God’s word to 
someone is to dishonor his name that is attached to that word. 

What is the solution to our sinful excuses? Jesus: he is the solution to all our sins. As our 
substitute Jesus never made excuses for not proclaiming his Father’s words. Instead, Jesus did 
everything in his power to make sure that word of truth was not only proclaimed, but spread! Jesus 
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personally prepared his disciples to speak of his soul saving work. Jesus taught them about how his 
death and resurrection would secure the forgiveness of sins for the entire world. Then our risen 
Lord and King directed his followers to record his words and take them to the ends of the earth.  

In his saving grace Jesus continues to move believers to proclaim his words to this day, so that 
you and many others can hear the good news of Christ’s forgiveness. Jesus wants you to hear his 
words, and let those words change you. Those words help us see our lost, sinful condition before 
God. Those words help us see our tremendous need for a Savior. The words of God’s Law crush our 
selfish hearts and prepare them for the healing waters of the gospel. The gospel is the water of life 
for our souls. The gospel proclaims the forgiveness we have in Christ: Forgiveness for our sinful 
excuses, forgiveness for all the times we did not share God’s saving word for fear of being 
persecuted. The gospel makes it clear, the forgiveness we have in Christ is full and free. While 
preaching God’s truth brings persecution we do not need to fear that persecution. If God was 
willing to give up his one and only Son to save us from our sins he will certainly guard and protect 
our souls even in the face of persecution.  

Yet how hard that can be, to speak God’s truth when we know that truth could bring 
persecution. We know it can be done because we see Jeremiah do it here in this portion of God’s 
word. Where do we find courage like that of Jeremiah? We find it in the gospel. The gospel is our 
motivation and our reason for speaking God’s word. 

The gospel points our hearts and minds to Jesus. First, we see Jesus as our Savior. Christ’s 
saving work not only paid for our sins, but it removed sins control over our lives. The gospel 
enlivens our faith with the desire to thank Jesus for his goodness to us. Then, then gospel shows us 
our Lord’s life as an example of how to live our lives as his followers. Jesus himself makes it clear, 
since he was persecuted, we will be persecuted. Jesus said, “A student is not above his teacher, 
nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the 
servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more 
the members of his household” (vs. 24, 25)! 

But Jesus doesn’t want us to focus on the persecution. He wants us to follow his example by 
turning our focus outward. We focus first on Jesus’ heavenly Father. Like Jesus we want to honor 
the Father by proclaiming his words. Like Jesus we are concerned about the souls of the people in 
our lives. We want to show care and concern for their eternal well-being. That means sharing 
God’s word with those people. 

So what does God want us to say to the people in our lives? We simply speak God’s Law and 
Gospel. We need to proclaim both! The law is necessary to crush the sinful heart and move it 
toward repentance. The gospel is needed to mend that heart and give it the power to repent and 
turn away from sin. Only the law can show a person their need for a Savior. Only the gospel can 
show people that Savior. Only the gospel tells people of the forgiveness that they have in Christ. 

As we proclaim that word of God we do not want to be mean or condescending. God’s word 
tells us that we want to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). We speak out of love for the 
person we are speaking to. We also speak out of love for God who saved us and continues to watch 
our bodies and souls. As a child of God you are incredibly valuable to him. Jesus said you are even 
more valuable than many sparrows. God will watch over you and protect you, even as you face 
persecution. That may not make facing persecution any easier, yet you can know that no matter 
what happens our loving God and Savior is working to keep you faithful even to the point of death, 
so that one day you will receive that magnificent crown of eternal life. Amen. 

 
 
 


